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A W OF PRECEDING CHAPTRERS. *
JHIl48 Glichrist, a stenographer, is engage

to Jack Bruce, a law clerk. Her late uncl

| whose sole hefress she s, was reputed rich

{Hydo Clayton, Hilda's employer, is anxiou:
to marry her in order to find some clue to
ihis uncie's estate. Clayton's henchman
' Egra Raynor( offers to help his master i),
fiding the fortune.
box of her uncle an apparently blanlks
ah of paper. On this paper words an(
are treated in sympathetie ink.

HE paper, exposed to the fire's
warmth, read:

Hilda—In the following cryptogram you wily
read the directions for finding my wealth.
1¢’ you have been cle¥er ehough .to dischver
this paper you will be clever enough to work
out the cipher. For a key, remember my
favorite pet name for you.

Then followed the ensuing

JETAm

orypto-

1-2-8- 9-(18)-8-(13)-(21), |
8-(15)-1-3-(21) 2-1-(12)
$ A2-(8)-(17)-(19)-65-(21)-5-8-4
), (19)-8-6-(21)-(18)-8-(11)-7

3 s@y-1111-3 32)+6-717 9-3
$ ah-0p-os-am 58 HdD-
H-N-L-R-E (18):(14) 1-2-3

13(18) “UT) -B-T1-(18)-8  (@-(11)-(19)-8
"a"iiw)-u -(21)5-1

-(18)-(17)=(19) (11)-8-(25)
T-B-B-T 8-(11)-(31)-(21)-(11)-0
@1)-1-6-3-3-1.

Together the lovers went over the
mm and then read it again and
gret again, Then Bruce copled it on ‘tha

- back of an envelope.

““We don't seem s0 very much nearer
the fortune,” hagzarded Hilda at last.
*“That jumble of figures makes iny head
ache."” yaost §

“Wait,” muttered Bruce, still poring
wver the cipher. ‘‘We may be able to

The dashes be-
tween the various numbers probably in-
figate that the numbers separated by
. such dashes all belong to the same
wrord. Where no dash follows a num-
ber or letter it evidently means that one
word ¥s ended and that another is about
¢o begin. It's the same as the ordinary
space between words in ordinary print-
4dng. For instance, the first three fig-

ures, 1-8-3, must form the first word,
and the figures 9—(18)—8—(13)—(21) must

* gorm the second word, and so on.”

“And  the cipher or oryptogram Is

. #0. be solved by finding a key to the

,m-nln‘lo!uwuvaﬂounnumbeumd

fetters I suppose, and by applying that

‘key to the cipher,” added Hilda. ‘‘But
tbow to find the key?"

‘““Your uncle has given us a clue to
that, teo,”” answered Bruce. *Sce, m
the note that precedes the =zryplogran’
e says the clue will be found in his
tavcrite petname for you. What was
that pet name, dear? Do you 1emem-
er?"’

“*Wihy, he had wno especlal poet name
for me,’* sald Hilda, in a puzz'ed volce,
“‘except''—she added in a flash of mem-
wry, ‘he alwhys used to speak of n'e as
“The Girl in Blug.' Do.you suppose’that

.nould have been what he means? 1 told
‘you blue was his favorite color and he
always lked me to wear it. He''—

“That's it!” arled Bruce excitedly,
/% 'THE GIRL IN BLUE! That's the

. ey to the clpher, Now to work it out.’”

_ Raluctantly he took his leave, ga the
" @nmer hour arrived. But, late into the
»ight, in his hall bed-room the young
man tolled away at the coryptogram.

Hilda discovers In u 7|

(tﬂ‘ (T) and numbering that letter 1, the

- The

3heet after sheet of paper he cqvered
vith figures, tore up and throw away.
lis eycs ached and his head was dizmy,
~ut still he worked on. At the top of
Fach fresh page he would write the
words “The @Girl in Blue,” and wouid |
pply to its letters every combination
18 brain could devise.

Long afier midnight, his mind be-
ng too wenry to wrestle with any more
deeply compligated theories, he tried in
desperation a clue of which had seemed
to him so easy that it could ot be the
{ml key to the seemingly hamd prob-
em, >

Heo recalled a story he had onde veaa
of a child found, with a locket arouna
Ats neck, fn which "were the words,
“The Gdfd Bat's Head.” A character
in the stary had discoverel the phrase
to %he a cipher, and had worked it out
A fo}lows: Beginning with the first let-

éirl v in - Blue.

i Rorﬁance of Business-Girl Life in New York. «¢. By Rlbert Payson Terhune.

101 Prizes in All
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shouted aloud, and, his weariness and
confusion rorgotten, he bent himself
again with renewed enefgy to the task.
. All went well for a time and he
jotted down word after word of the
solution as he worked.

When he came to the letters “H-N-
L-R-E" he paused, and agein the hope-
less, worried look crept into his face.
But in a moment his brow cleared aad
he wrote tentatively a few filgures and
letters on the margin of the paper,

THE MYSTERY EXPLAINED.

\

A
%

second letter 2, and so on, be had sub-
stituted the first nine numbers &nd a 0
for the first ten letters. Where one let-
ter appeared more than once he applied
to 18 ‘repetition the number designated
tor it on its first appeardance. Thus,
the ‘*I¥' in the word “Bat' was num-
bered *“1." Henco 123 &ﬂ 8910 stood
for “The Gold Bat's"” and 2397 for
“Head.” Following the first ten num-
bers, the ensuing numerals had been
employed in their order to represent the
letters of the alphabet not found in the
phrase, ; -

Bruce applied this sitmple rule to the
oryptogram in his hand, using "The Girl
in Blue" Instead of “The Gold Bat's
Head" as a key.

As he applied the simple rule to
word after word in the cryptogram he
l:::w more and more excited and jubl-

t. ; :

“I'm on the right track at last!" he

"l'vo' solved it! I've oolvedJ it at last!” cried Hilda Joyously.

“Good!” he muttered after applylng
this new rule to ‘the cipher. ‘Even
easier than I dared to hope.”

Five minutes later he was reading the
complete translation of his cipher,

“And to think I might have solved];

this, hours ago if only I'a tried the eas-
jer method first,”” he laughed to him-
self as he put out the light-and sank
into ,dreams of resculng Hllda from
monster treasure chests hurled at her
by pirates, each of whom lad Hyde
Clayton's saturnine visage and Ezra
Raynor's red-rimmmed eyes.

At almost the same moment a de-
cidedly pretty girl, clad {n a pink wrap-
per and further, protected from the
¢ghill night air by the masses of wavy
hair that billowed over her.shoulders,
was excitedly shaking the shoulder of
her slumbering room-mate .

“What is 1t? What's the matter?"
murmured’ Adele sleeplily.

“I've solved it—I've solved it at last!"

‘THE BEST

LA v "

. BY MARGARET HUBBARD AYER'

HERE geems to be as many ways of
popping the question as there are
‘men and wemen to do it. The
prdent, the perfunctory and the purely
@ractical and’ business-like man each
pives us his peculiar way of coming to
the point, and each létter gives us an
dnsight into the writer's heart.
*' As' to the propriety of a girl's taking
thé msatter In her/own falr hands, thers
seems to be a decided difference of
opinfon. * Sholld ‘she, or should she not?
“Us 1t placing her in a wrong lght or

mot? It will be interesting to watch the'

werdict/ of the sex’ on this vital sudject.
" Lieap year 18 a 'topsy-turvy year, any-
how, ‘with an extra day thrust in, to
Keep AL outof the cald, so o speak,
Bao. If lang year means an exeited and
‘ovavrowded calendar, and this time a
wdhenuous Presidential ‘campalgn, why
should not woman make it a red-jetter
yeur for herself, avalling hersdlf of the
privilege bga!o " on her l:]undrods of
v, VOArs a . mere man M those rightly
{callea Fda ages,’© Never for an in-
_ Btant did he u.u%)'-se that his humble
‘hand-malden would dare to make use
of the rights g0 condescendingly glven
er. . Now she flaunts them in his face.
,~l‘8ut"l rather think he llkes it. Don't
‘ou

TS A Taeétfal nolulu,.

“Dear Miss Ayer: \

*.f lon:r Allow me to express my grate.
ful «spnme-of the great -honor you

pave done me In asking me.to be your

L

L

|

| row glad you*have made me, and it will

$10 "FOn THE . BEST LETTER
from a Woman on she Least Em-
barrassing Way for a Girl to Pop
the Question During Leap Year

$10 FOR THE BEST LETTER
from a Man Giving Directions.How
to. Pop the Question Most Con-
vincingly Qe

5 FOR THE BEST LETTER
from Man or Woman on the Most
Dellcate Way of :Refusing an Offer
of Marriage

Address letters to Margaret Hub-
bard Ayer, Evening World, N. Y. City

wife. It is with regret that I feel com-
pelled to décline your proposal. For-
give me that I cannot love you as you
deserve to be olved, and try to forget
that you have honored me by your
cholcé. J. B,

The Sweetest Way of All
Dear Miss Ayer:

HE best directions on the subjeot of
“How to Pop the Question'” are
Gently enfold her in thy erms and

whisper ‘ . ... you be mine?"
LOUIS PRICE.

When He’s Not Good at Talking.
Dear Mise ayer:

SUGGRST this more of popping the
l question: Miss Brown, wlill you be
my wife? I canpot say all I think,
for 1 am not good at talking, but if you
will marry me I shall be always telling
not be all talk.
FREDERICK BIGGLEKOW,

The Coup de Grace,
Dear Miss Ayer:
HE most delicate.way of refusing
T an .offer of mafriage -that I can
think of is this: The lady oan say:
to him—"I lovg no man enough to wed
him.”” This Is a coup de grace. C. L,

Bring Him to the Point,
Dear Miss Ayer:  *
When a'young lady and gentleman
ave keeping 'company for a year or

:',I:SHOULD' refuse him after this fash-s

more they ought to know one anothet's

WAY TO PCP THE QUESTION.'

EDITED BY MARGARET HUBBARD AYER.

it he iIntends to make her his wife.
If he refuses, why, well and good,
and {f he does not refuse, why, fet him
take yesu for better or for worse. But
don’t let him waste your valuable time
too long. M. .J. WEIR.

cried Hilda joyously.

“Solved what? Oh, that page of silly
figures? Hilda Gdlchrist!” sitting up in
bed with a little ory of indignation.

| in the morning over that old crypto-
gram?"

!

“Do you wmean to say you've been
working in this cold zmoom till 2 o'clock

"“But, dear, I've solved it! I've solved
I'VE SOLVED IT!" chanted Hlilda.

"“"Well, what does. Xt all mean?"’ asked
Adele, with the mepAyr-Lke alr common
to people who thins they've been need-
leasly mwakened. “Does & tgell you
where to find Capt. Kidd's treasure or

2a
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is it a recipe for a happy home on $10
a week?"

“It's nelther—and both!" laughed HIl-
da. ‘Listen!” and she fead what she

i
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had transiated.

Adele, all the slecep mists Vrushed
from her brain, regarded her open-eyed
and open-mouthed.

“I verlly belleve you're! on the right
track at last!" she gasped. ""OY, vou

(THE OLD JOKES HOME.

By Prof.-Josh

A 2

M. A Long., -~

P
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Scandal at the Sanitariu

lucky., lucky xirl. Let's go righty away
to the place he designates?’

“At 2 A. M.? It's barely possigle we'd,

find it closed at this hour.” But the first
thing in the morning'' ——

Gray gleams oOf that same morning
were already superseding the darkne=s
of the night before two eageérly whisper-
ing, excited, happy ginls were able to
close their eyes. Enough alr-castles had
been bujit mean while to stretch from
the Httle boarding-house' room 10 the
very gates of Paradise.

. - L - ‘ - .

Hilda and Bruce had not been the
only characters in this!story who had
vassed a sleepless night.. Nor was Adele
the only person to be awakened sud-
donly.

An hour after the conversation be-
tween Ezra and the woman ywho 30 sud-

!dnnly and so strangely discovered her-I
| gelf to be his wife Hyde ‘Clayton had
| re-entered his bachelor rooms. Curiosity
|as to the result of his ruse as well

| ay the knowledge that a scene of re-

proach and anger must be gone through
with sooner or later incited him to the
intrusion,

He softly entered the sitting-room of
his bachelor quarters prepared to en-
counter a wild outbreak of vengeance
on the part of the duped bride.

To his amaze he fou.id husband and
wife calmly dlscussing a slip of paper
on which fijgures were written.

A faint flush of anger rose to Murlel's
pale cheeks at sight of him, but i died
away and she greeted him civilly. Hyde
could scarce credit the evidence of his

! senses. He turned for explanation to
| Ezra. The latter returned his look with

an expressioniess stare,

“Here {8 ‘that cipher Miss Gllohrist's
uncie left ther,” said Murlel, handing
Clayton the paper. ‘I found this copy
on her desk some days ago."

The cipher in question was, of course,
the first one, with which the reader ls
already familiar, and was not the cryp-
togram quoted at the beginning of this

chagter, »
“We hawve solved this between us,

she sald. I believe—in faot I know--
you have not the wit to ‘translate it
: her purpose to offer to sell
him the secret. ut to her,surprise
(not knowing he had overheard Bruce's
solution, in the effice, the evening he
had t oed, in the latter's name to
ton answered coolly.
yes; I've deciphered it. It tells

of a bo‘”lln the Aaron Burr Safe Deposit
vaults, but''— .
.Hemdbuut,toa‘thatnn-s

false clue and that there was no No,
5470 in those old vaults, but the amagze-
ment on the faces of his hearers made

him pause.

"“You ﬁ" cleverer than I though
mitted Murlel, grudgingly. ‘‘Well, have
you any idea how we can
of the coutests of Box 4261
was the true box number, and not 0!

“The vaults are old
impregnable,” he said.
R, e LA

ve an o
with luck it may s
mean death to some orfe *

ﬁl- listeners drew nearer, listening eas

gerly to the plan he outlined.
(To Be Continued.)

t,"” ad-
4 posseasion
She did not observe his start. So that
-fashioned and not

I was in' them
on business, for n.rcllemt

uis it

HE release of the renewad and re-
T juvenated old gags froem the Old

Jokes' Home has been the cause of
many an affecting scene as former em-
ployees, of the swweary ol wheezes were
restored to the welcoming arms of their
former employers and friends,

Yesterxday, however, a contretempts
occurred for which Prof. Josh M. A.
Long and Old Dr. Lemonosky are in,no
wise responsible. OfMicer Jerry BSulll-
|van, of the 8, P, C. H., for some inex-
| pHeanle reasqn, grew insulting to in-
!mates and visitors of the home and
when: remonstrated with flew {nto a
hjonzy of rage and endeavored to as-
!m.ult our eminent and celebrated super-
|intendent Prof, Josh M. A. Bong and
{our renowned and venerated Medicad
Examiner Old Dr. Lemonosky.

It appears that Officer Jerry Sullivan,
whose vigilant and efficlent efforts In
| carrying out the plans of the Soclety

or the Prevention of Cruelty to Humor,
‘.wluh the Busy Bilue Ambulance and
|Joe—«.\l|ller, the goad old chestnut, the
only horse with a hyphen, in capturing
and Incarcerating old jokes, is not In
accord with the present policy of the
managers of the institution in releasing
j@1ld Inmates. This is ‘a long sentence,
but OMcer Sullivan bYdelleves In long
Iauntoncea. especially in the matter of

old jokes committed to the home.

For some days past it has bebn no-
ticed that Officer Jerry Sulilvan, who,
20w that the Dusy Blue Ambulaance ls
no longer in‘ commission, guards the
portals of the Home, has been even
more brusque of speech and gloomier
of manner, ¢

To all visitors to the Old Jokes' Home
he has invariably made the following
interrogation:

“Put In or take out?'’

Where the visitor or patron brought
an old joke to put in, Officer Jerry Sul-
Mdvan's manner became profusely polite.’]
In case, under our recent ruling,
visitor was one whose business Wwas
oonnection with the release of an in-
mate, Officer Sullivan was offensively
rude. In the case of some friends of
the two old lady jokes, formerly em-
ployed in a sister skipping-rope dance,
and three venerable old witticilsms for-
mernly employed by the The Swiss Bell

-~

m! Inmates All Frantlcl,t

Ringers, but more recengly- in ir.u.'
way mugical productions, Officer Sullis . |
van violently assaulted those wWhe
brought requisitions for release,

W hen remonstated with b "
M. A. Long and Old Doc'nrylirt::n',“
Officer Sullivan lost all control of ! (
self, calling Old Doctor lLemonosks, *
fakir and a quack'’ and Prof. Josif M
A, Long ‘a grafter''—whutever )
m]\{'; mvua. o 2y e
s conduct is now being Investigat )
Meanwhile his dutles as watcher-at :j?(

portal are being performed by the
tron of the hoge, Mary Mus
at whose hands all who come to

the release of old jokes may - yC
courteous treatment, ¢ .
If there Is a joke you have missedy v
If you will give bond not to ove
come and get it out.
That trade may not stagnate, t
art of oratory may not die, thal
theatres may no longer lanxuilh. we ;
Roing to open the Old Jokes' Home g
let out the inmates. Come and get F
v
e i

they be not abused.
Letters! Letters! i

Prof. Josh M. A. Long: . gt
Is it true that Old Dr. Lemonosky ol
Old Dr. Dowle are one and the
person? They look and act exactly
and it 1s very strange that as i
the O!1 Jokes' Home was closed
pairs on account of hot weather W
gan to hear frm Dowle! g
VERBUM'

Mr. 8ap is greatly mistaken. 1
only ones OK Dr. Lemonosky.

favorite old jokes. All we ask is

Prx!!.' Jo;‘b M. A. Lorx: o % 3
e the groceries used at gles
brated Institution, the O1d Jﬁm
from the Odell Grocery
burg, N. Y. ., PLATT 1.
: An offjection.
Prof. Josh M. A. Long: S
You &{d a noble and K
housing the oM jokes for thie’ler
time, vb:;d now, now that we

‘happy unsuspecting, you
free them, b
(]

Dockstadter,
otifer practicai heads of the “‘O
Trust'' do not care, the jokes
hurt them. but we, the people at.
will suffer, Once more I ask y o,
my sake, for ~salce, for the'S
of

:ﬁm&’a npm "

ever be the friend
. KNARF REVOL@.

. ARMOR BOLES.

“How d4id the bridal party make out?"
.'“The carriage was wrecked
they got one -block."

. “Coldston with the, trolley-car?”

““No; the bride’'s brother is a college
man, and he threw one of his thick-
soled shoes.""—Chicago News. - t

e R— -~
THE REASON WHY.

“I wonder why Jane I8 willing to
marry that stupid young Sappington?"

“You seem to have forgotten that Jane
is twenty-nine.”Cleveland Plain Dealer,

1
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which contains the cipher hints as to
sentence

SIMPLE, easy cipher will be foundin one of the twelve chapters of
that cipher and write thé solution in the blank given belgw. The’cip
first instalment, but js the cryptogram which appears (n the eighth

80 it Is necdssary for the reader to follow the
There are many ciphers In existence, but the
ures for letters. Four words will be given as a start In the key,
these words will follow. By the exerclse of & little thought and ingenuity
The story will end on Saturday, Dec. 19, and answers
blank and send it to “Girl in Blue Editor of Evening World, P.

fts solutlon

entire story.

Solve the Simple Cipher in This Story'.and'
of the $500 for Xmas Money.

‘““T'he Girl in Blue."
her in question was not the one given in the
chapter. In other chapters besides that
will be scatteged. In the eleventh chapter, for instanoce,' occurs a
ch contalns the first elght words of the twenty-thwee wonrds comprising

one which competitors are here shown consists of the using of fig-
and the other letters of the alphabet not found in
the cipher may be readily translated.
will be recetved up tb noon of Monday, Dec.
0. Box 134, New York City."

A

“You are expectsd to solve

the transiation of the cryptogram.

2L Fill out®his

.

SENDER'S ADDRESS.

X SENDER'S NAME...cccaucuie ecccnmccccacncans

F these long hollow-stemmed glasses
and the tray they are pegged on do
not appeal to the Christmas bachelor

what will?

They are bachelor novelties for the

Yuletide, anyway, and that ls enougn.

ways and habits. , Tha hest.way, for a
#irl to pop the.queation (s 1o, ask him

. At this season womien exclaim: "“Oh, It

is a0 hard to get a present for a man. mother would get him, but they are ing beaten silver mounts,

-

land strajghtway they sally forth and
! buy the poor man more afMictions in the |

‘Jerome he takes his highball,
The Doc he takes his nip;

The barkeep rolls his eyeball
And the grafter smacks his lip.

One never knows what to get him;" |

way of penwipers and woolen slippers. |

True, they are not things that his

y

¥ .
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) ¢

A CHRISTMAS GIET MOTHER WOULDN'T GIVE HER BOY.

Y

Jerome, he waves his trusty axe,
The Doc's talk 'gins to ¢oze;

The man 'gainst whom they make their cracks
Keeps right on selling booze.

nons the less acceptable for that rea-
son.

declare to be ‘‘just the thing.'' As the
revelry grows move spirited and glosses

Jolly Iittle suppers in a bachelor's def | are maro in demand thun challng dishes
are more the rule than the exception|the young man likes to have a tray In
These glasses, however, would be a|now, and the narrow stained wood tray,  his hand, whose long-stemmed glasses
real nice Christmas gift for a bachelor. | {jjustrated here, with its set of deli-{ft over silver spikes In the wood which

cately tinted liquer glasses and glitter-
the men will

P oa S alhataiheli b 50

prevent them from tipping oyer if one's
hand should prove & bit unsteady.

Dl doe

For Infants and Children.
fhe Kind You Have Always Bought
Bears the

Bscn:‘m.

T

HAIR Gk EASE

Painlessly wiid permanently removed by my
new and exclusive merelectric treatment, No

In the reach of all. as my charges

are moderate. Hours 9 to @ ly. :
assured. Call ly or wrﬂ:”

privac
27 ’l"zﬂ’z““r‘i’ﬁnev INSTITUTE,

1T W. 34th st.. N. Y., Clty,
oDD.%’NMrf-Alto:ll. "'

—

‘ ~ Amusementts.
WALLACK'S Zradusr ang soun st
GEO. ADE’'S Quaint Cémedy, THE

COUNTY [cdomna™]
~ CHAIRTIAN.

BOX OFFI OPEN

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, 14th Ing
The Original mm..&. LB A

WAY DOWN EAS

It Never *’W”Iﬂ.di of

~ Mats. Xmas, Wed. & Sat.. 2. Hval 4

Do et
BT SWEEKS. Hesas

Engligh,

mﬂl‘sﬁimﬂm&gﬁ iy

Grand Opera in
Christmas Waeek

Do 3~
MADISON
SOUARE

EAR FOOTBALL{ARE -
Foe ARt A NBORTP o

PASTOR’S
:ma.l_l]‘z._“ﬂgl'}.h ll 0 ; ¥
MAJESTIC “\}ﬂzuz.: -
BABES ~ TOYLAND.
BeginXmas
AMERICAN 5% phia, %o
OUR NEW MINI ,

BARGAIN MATINEE TO-MORROW, 2530

NEW AMSTERDAME o' hunsartat

O'TH]

g »

W.45¢h st B.oof B“;‘u.

E NIEIL¥EEU Pre0.10 Nat.Aal
............. o
“. d’uﬁﬁ IN TH%QPIIKRAXE

CRITERION "vee 855" Maac. sae. ‘236,

WM. FAVERSHAM iy &R

FAVER. LADY AIGY.
HERALD §0. 550 i e skt 2.10:

THE GIRL FRON KAY'S AN §2RNARD

and Great Cast.
SAVOY THEATRE, B'way & 84th St
Evs. 815 Mats Wed, &Sat 218

MAXINE ELLIOTT | HER OWN WAY

_GAARRICK Euie '8 50. Mat. Sat.. 218
WHITEWASHING JULIA

With
{ GARDEN FHEATRE. 27th st. & Mad. ave.

FAY DAVIS
Evgs. & Matinee Saturday, 2. )
LAST ¢ THREE LITTLE MAIDS]
HUDSON EHEATRE. MitheBes% Rat 315,
MARIE TEMPEST | THE MARRIAGE

and Co., including Mi. LEONARD BOYNE

Vaudeville EiEAcat Vit sac., 216,
CHARLOTTE WIEHE | ERENCH,

'Grand £ FRANCIS WILSON

Sat

THEA., 44th st., nr. 5th ave.

a

miser, E RMINIE,
ATLANTIC ;{(?\3’5':!')\r:!\;il‘ﬂr Canal St
Deltorelll & ‘GHssandos, The Maginleys Mor
ton & Russell. Carter & Bluford John R
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